[YOUR ADDRESS]

Director

Complaint Handling

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission

GPO BOX 5218

Sydney

NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam,

I write to congratulate the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission for holding the recent Same-Sex: Same Entitlements inquiry.  However, the terms of reference limited this inquiry to discrimination experienced by same-sex couples.  

The 2006 Private Lives study revealed that transgender, transsexual and intersexed (TTI) Australians experience significantly higher rates of discrimination, harassment and vilification than both their heterosexual and same-sex attracted non-TTI peers.  Throughout the country, anti-discrimination provisions for this population are almost non-existent.

Some of the many problems faced by transgender, transsexual and intersexed Australians include:

· A lack of protection from discrimination under state and Commonwealth laws.

· Difficulty changing the gender marker on identifying documents, such as birth certificate, passport and driver’s license.  When identifying documents are inconsistent with appearance, it is often difficult to obtain employment and to travel overseas.

· A lack of patient-centered care for people with intersex conditions.  Parents of intersexed children may find it difficult to access information and may be pressured into inappropriate medical treatment.

· A lack of public and private coverage for essential medical treatment.  This includes not only the procedures and therapy required to modify sexual characteristics, but also essential preventative health care such as screening for breast cancer.  (The Medicare rebate for mammograms may not be accessible to trans women who have not been able to correct their birth certificate).

· Transsexual prisoners are often housed in inappropriate correctional facilities, placing them at high risk of sexual assault.

I therefore urge the Commission to hold an inquiry into discrimination faced by transgender, transsexual and intersexed Australians.

Yours faithfully,

[YOUR NAME]

